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Workshop
We are in this together – (in)finite waters

This workshop aims to through 
investigative collaborations 
seek to find potential and 
possible ways of
investigating, tracing and 
mapping, solving a water 
related problem.



Collaborative investigations concern a 
water related problem



Collaborative investigations concern a water related 
problem – mind mapping (15´) 



Collaborative investigations concern a water related 
problem – mind mapping

Summary - let’s share with each other!
Thoughts, ideas, difficult, important…



Presentation
(In)finite waters – preschool 
children as connoisseurs 
engage in environmental 
issues





An ecology of 
practices – to ”meet”, 
listen, challenge and 
change 



Water – is constantly present but almost 
always out of sight and difficult to access 



The hydrological cycle
 

The hydrosocial cycle
 Water and the social – make and remake eachother

        (Linton & Budds, 2014)



How? To meet and ”listen” – what happens 
then? 

What if?

”Please contact me if  you have questions 

concerning water. Especially in urban areas 

where we live, pollution etc ends up in our 

lakes and other water resources. If  I can, I'll be 

happy to help you produce some material to 

show the children, and I'll be happy to 

participate and also talk on occasion.”



The child as an expert 
– knower and feeler –

a connoisseur



When we (adults) stop and start to listen and 
responde to what we have heard – 

something other emerge.

It is our response-ability to answer to what is 
important and urgent.



 The stream = timeplace 

"The water disappeared in a day“

"What if all these things could tell 

you what they've been through and 

how they got here?"

Making the 
"invisible" 

visible



Speculative fabulations and speculative thinking 

Facts are related to a playful exploration that 
includes surprises, astonishment, amazement 

and potential “what if?” questions.

Asking questions like "what if?" became a playful 
serious part of the activity at the stream.

(Elkin Postila, 2019, 2021, 2022, 2023, forthcomming; Elkin 
Postila & Eriksson, forthcomming; Elkin Postila & Palmer, 2023; 

forthcomming; Lenz Taguchi & Elkin Postila, 2023;)



”Making a fuss” – the potential 
of disrupting and being 
disrupted
      (Stengers och Despret, 2014)

Opens to thinking and feeling differently in 
research, and to dare to try out other 
people's methods and approaches



Meet society's youngest – HOW?

 "Nervous, how can I capture their interest, 

to instead of going out and standing and 

talking, more be with the children based 

on their questions.”

Beliefs about children – obscures?



Taken for granted ≈ 
forgotten?



And finally.....

Different ways of listening together create an 
ecology of listening, where listening goes in 
several directions:

Children–children, specialists–children, 
researchers–children, researchers–specialists, 
educators–children, educators–researchers, 
educators–specialists, robots–specialists, 
children–robots–water, preschool–municipality 
and preschool–community, etc etc etc

Listening creates relational connections 
between children and society, science, culture 
and nature.

(Elkin Postila, 2019, 2021; 2022; 2023; Elkin 
Postila & Palmer, 2023; forthcomming).



The water project contained several unforeseen 

exchanges of knowledge and meetings that made 

new issues and thoughts possible. The knowledge 

that arose from being together is different from 

whether each person had created their own 

knowledge within their own practice or discipline.





Questions? Thoughts? Ideas?
Thank you!

teresa.elkinpostila@miun.se
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